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Milan, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, MS O 55 sup 

 

Abbreviation: Milan O 55 sup 

 

Contents: Liber Papiensis (or Liber legis langobardorum) 

 Questiones ac Monita 

 Capitula incerta, Proceedings of the Council of Ravenna 

 Catalogi regum Italicorum Oscelenses, II 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 (after 1028) 

 

Summary: The earliest surviving copy of the Liber Papiensis, and the smallest. 

The margins outside the ruled area are narrow, with some items having 

been slightly trimmed. As the margins (and interlinear space) have been 

used for numerous additions, many in the hand of the main scribe, the 

mise-en-page can appear crowded in places. 

 

It would appear that this reduction in size was intended to reduce the 

size of the manuscript to comparable dimensions to its partner volume, 

Milan, Biblioteca Ambrosiana MS O 53 sup, which may suggest the 

two were bound together as a single codex at some point in their history. 

The two volumes, then, were probably produced independently, briefly 

bound and homogenised as a single unit and then separated again and 

rebound as independent volumes. Folios at the beginning of this 

manuscript, Milan O 55 sup, and at the end of O 53 sup, contain other, 

related texts, emphasising further the break between the two parts.  

 

 There is some confusion in the attribution of laws, with various 

capitularies included in the sections relating to other kings and 

emperors. 

 

Extent: iii paper flyleaves + 80 + ii paper flyleaves 

Origin: North Italy 

 

Provenance: Acquired by the Biblioteca Ambrosiana in 1606 CE 

 

Surrogates: - 

 

 

MANUSCRIPT CONTENTS 

 

Item: fol. 1r, l. 11 – fol. 2v, l. 21 and six lines added to lower margin. 

 

Title: Questiones ac Monita 

     

Incipit: Illo notarius 

 

Excipit: parentes | fuerit simil sucedat 

 

Hand: 1 
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Mise-en-page: Written in a mid-brown ink to fit into a single bifolium added as a quire 

at the start of the manuscript. The text continues from where it was 

broken off at the end of the associated volume, Milan Biblioteca 

Ambrosiana MS O 53 sup, fol. 104r, l. 10. This section is then ended at 

a suitable breakpoint, at the bottom of fol. 2v, with part of the text fitted 

into the lower margin. The text then continues on fol. 76r, l. 1, below. 

The layout of the page is the same as for the following manuscript, 

written in a single column of 21 long lines. 

 

 Majuscules in the text-block are highlighted in red, as are numerals for 

fines and similar. 

  

 Initials: Mostly one-line pen-drawn initials slightly indented into the 

first line of the related clause. The initials are line drawn in the same 

brown ink as the text-block, with a red fill. The line-drawn three-line 

initial < P > on fol. 1r, ll. 17-19), has foliate decorations and is filled in 

red and green. The bowl of this initial is indented only on the first line 

(l. 17).  

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 3r, l. 1 – fol. 75v, l. 21 

 

Title: Liber Papiensis 

  Charlemagne: fol. 3r, l. 1 – fol. 25r, l. 14 

  Pippin:  fol. 25r, l. 14 – fol. 32v, l. 20 

  Louis the Pious: fol. 33r, l. 1 - fol. 41r, l. 21  

  Lothar:  fol. 41v, l. 1 - fol. 72r, l. 4 

  Wido:   fol. 72r, l. 5 – fol. 74r, l. 17  

  Otto I:   fol. 74r, l. 17 – fol. 75r, l. 17 

  Otto III:  fol. 75r, l. 17 – fol. 75v, l. 21 

Incipit: Annofeliciter  xii. 

 

Excipit: celebrantur penitus prohibemus 

 

Signature: SECUNDVS NO|TARIVS SCRIPSIT OC MANUS SVAS (fol. 75v, 

lower margin) 

 

Mise-en-page: Writing begins above top line, mostly in a mid-brown ink, although the 

opening clause, Charlemagne’s Anno Feliciter capitulary, fol. 3r, ll. 1-

6, is written entirely in red. Decorations (initials and rubrics) either 

entirely in red or green, or as red or green highlighting on brown. Text-

block is lain out in a single column of 20 or 21 long lines, (see Appendix 

B, on the ruling grid patterns for details). As per the counterpart volume, 

the ruled area is of similar proportions to the other volume, but 

positioned closer to the centrefold so the outer margin is slightly wider. 

Numerals in the text-block are highlighted in red, as are majuscules 

marking the start of sub-clauses. 
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 Initials: New laws begin with large decorated line-drawn initials, in 

brown ink with red, green and/or yellow fill. The initials have foliate 

and geometric patterns, are usually of four or five lines height, and are 

indented into the text-block. Clauses begin with one or two-line initials, 

in brown ink with red, green and/or yellow fill and highlighting, or red 

ink with yellow and/or green fill and highlighting. While the use of red 

remains relatively consistent throughout the manuscript, the preference 

shifts from yellow to green from fol. 21r onwards. Blue ink is also 

occasionally used towards the end of the manuscript. These initials are 

sometimes partially indented into the text-block, but are more usually 

positioned entirely in the margins to the left of the ruled written area. 

These smaller initials are either pen-drawn with highlighting, or 

decorated with foliate, geometric, animalistic (especially peacocks) or 

anthropomorphic patterns. 

 

 Chapter Numbers: Written in red in with green highlighting, in the 

empty line space at the end of the preceding sub-clause, adjacent margin 

or similar places as available. 

 

 Running Headings: No. 

 

 Additions: Note and comments made in the outer margins and 

interlinear space, in various brown inks, sometimes with red 

highlighting on the opening majuscule. Many appear to have been 

provided by the main scribe of the text-block, as their < d > is highly 

distinctive (with the top of the bowl formed as a cross-stroke, so the 

graph looks like at first glance like a tl ligature), and can be easily 

identified in the additions in the margins when present, such as fol. 6v.  

 

Hand: 1 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 (after 1028) 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 76r, l. 1 – fol. 77r, l. 8 

 

Title: Questiones ac Monita 

     

Incipit: Succexio et lege langobarda  

 

Excipit: et matrem matris succedant 

 

Hand: 1 

 

Mise-en-page: Written in a mid-brown ink throughout, with red highlighting on 

majuscules marking the start of sub-clauses. The layout of the page is 

the same as in the rest of the manuscript, written in a single column of 

21 long lines. The text itself is a continuation from where the 

Questiones broke off earlier in the manuscript (fol. 2v, l. 21). However, 

as this begins on the second folio of Quire 11, following on directly 
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from the end of the Liber Papienses, it seems unlikely that the two parts 

were first originally joined as a continuous piece in the material 

contexts of the manuscript. 

  

 Initials: Begins with a two-line pen-drawn < S > in red with yellow fill, 

set entirely in the left margin of fol. 76r, ll. 1-2. The other initial is a 

three-line < R >, in brown with red, green and yellow fill, indented into 

the text-block of fol. 76v, ll. 10-12. 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 77r, l. 9 – fol. 78r, l. 18 

 

Title: Capitularies 

     

Rubric: IN NOMINE DOMINI  

 

Incipit: Item nulus de bead  

 

Excipit: abatis aducunt 

 

Hand: 1 

 

Mise-en-page: Written in a medium brown ink. The layout of the page is the same as 

in the rest of the manuscript, written in a single column of 21 long lines. 

 

Incipit: Written in majuscules in the same brown ink as the main text-

block and highlighted in red. The positioning of the incipit respects the 

ruled lines of the text-block, and runs from fol. 77r, ll. 9-15. 

 

 Initials: one to three-line initials, either set entirely into the margin to 

the left of the innermost vertical bounding line, or else partially 

indented into the text-block itself. Initials are line drawn in red, with fill 

and highlighting in green, green and yellow or green, yellow and blue. 

Foliate decorations are included on the < I >, fol. 77r, ll. 9-11, 

introducing the incipit, and the < U >, fol. 77r, l. 16 marking the start of 

the first clause. A line-drawn and coloured < U > with foliate 

decorations marks the start of a new clause mid-way along fol. 77r, l. 

17, which contrasts with the scribe’s usual practice of starting new 

clauses as new items in the text-block.  

 

Clause Numbers: written in red ink with green highlighting preceding 

each clause; positioned in either the empty line space or in line space 

deliberately left at the right of the first line. The first clause is labelled 

‘capitulo primo’ (fol.  77r, l. 15), clauses 2-3 and 5, each begin with 

roman numerals alone, with no. ‘iii’ beginning mid-line in the text-

block, while clauses 4 and 6-8, are all in majuscule roman numerals, 

and with the ‘CAPITULA’ abbreviation added at the start of no. 4 (fol. 
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77v, l. 17). In all, the approach taken by the scribe is relatively varied 

over a short space. 

 

Additions: an addition is made the lower margin of fol. 77v. It is written 

to appear as a continuation of the main text-block, and is in the same 

hand, but appears to have been added later as a different, darker russet-

brown ink is used compared to the ink of the preceding and following 

clauses. 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 78r, l. 19 – fol. 79r, l. 18 

 

Title: Catalogi regum Italicorum Oscelenses, II 

     

Incipit: Die sabati  

 

Excipit: millesimo uicesimo viii 

 

Hand: 1 

 

Mise-en-page: The positioning of the text mostly adheres to the ruled lines of the ruling 

grid, but tends to extend over the rightmost bounding line, particularly 

towards the start (fol. 78r, ll. 19-20) and end of the item (fol. 79r, ll. 13-

17). Sub-clauses within the item begin mid-line, but are marked with 

highlighted roman numerals. 

  

 Initials: Begins with an eight-line initial D, in the form of a bird with 

neck extended vertically upwards. The initial is positioned mostly in the 

left and lower margin, but with the bowl of the < D >, the bird’s chest, 

indented into the opening line of the item. This bird, a peacock, is line 

drawn in red, and highlighted with green, yellow and blue. 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 79v, l. 1 – fol. 80r, l. 15 

 

Title: Liber Papiensis, Henry I 

     

Rubric: HENRICVS GRATIA DEI 

 

Incipit:  Omnibus nostris fidelibus 

 

Excipit: qua homicidium fircit amitat  

 

Hand: 1 
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Mise-en-page: Written in a dark brown ink, it begins with the first two lines written in 

majuscules and highlighted. Although the line-spacing seems slightly 

higher than on previous folios, and the aspect of the script a little more 

rounded and compact, it appears on palaeographic grounds to be the 

same hand. The ruling grid is adhered to strictly throughout. Sub-

clauses within the text-block are begun with highlighted majuscules. 

  

 Initials: Two to three-line initials are used throughout to introduced 

new items in the text-block, mostly pen-drawn with highlighting, 

although the final initial, a < Q > on fol. 80r, ll. 11-12, is inhabited with 

a human face. While most of the initials are positioned entirely in the 

left margin, the < h >, with geometric and foliate features, opening the 

item is indented into the first two lines of the text-block, with its upright 

extending into the upper margin.  

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Text Language: Latin 

 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

 

Form: Codex 

 

Support: Parchment 

 

Binding: Modern, wooden boards with parchment covering. Paper flyleaves. 

 

Foliation/Pagination: Foliated continuously on the upper right margin of the recto of each 

folio. 

 

Collation: iii paper flyleaves + 12, 2-108, 116 + i paper flyleaf 

 Full Quire diagram given in Appendix A, below. 

 

Folio Height: 198 (197-98) mm 

 

Folio Width: 134 (127-37) mm 

 

Layout: Ruling: Hardpoint 

 

 Ruled From: varies somewhat by quire, but the most common practice 

is for the first four folios in each quire to have been ruled from the recto 

and the latter four from the verso. 

 

 Ruled Lines: 21-25 long lines, varying within and between quires. For 

full details see Appendix B, Ruling Grids. 

 

 Ruled Height: 162 (159-69) mm 

 

 Ruled Width: 98 (96-100) mm 
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 Bounding Lines: Double inner and outer 

 

 Extenders: The predominant pattern is for the first two and last two 

lines of the page, although as the ruling is faint this is not always easy 

to determine. 

 

 Throughlines: The predominant pattern is for the first two and last two 

lines of the page, although as the ruling is faint this is not always easy 

to determine. 

 

 Pricking: While many have been trimmed, prick marks are generally 

present at the outer end of each long line and the top and bottom of the 

bounding lines. 

 

 Pricking Shape: angular slits, knife tip or similar. 

 

 Pricked From: recto of each folio in most instances, but verso for quire 

9. 

 

   

DESCRIPTION OF HANDS 

 

Number of Hands: 1 

 

Summary: The manuscript is copied by a single scribal hand, hand 1, who is also 

responsible for the associated copy of the Lombard Edictus in the 

partner volume, Milan, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, MS O 53 sup. Many of 

the additions and glosses in the margins to the Liber legis 

langobardorum are also supplied by this same scribal hand. At the end 

of the capitularies (fol. 75v, lower margin), the scribe identifies himself 

by name, Secundus, and as a notary. 

 

Scribal Hand: 1 

 

Scope: Major, text-block of entire manuscript and many additions and 

amendments in margins and interlinear space. 

 

Script: Late Caroline Minuscule 

 

Date: s. xi2/4 

 

Description: Overall the script is open but angular, as the line of the graphs slant 

from upper right to lower left. The bowls and corners of graphs tend to 

be sharp rather than rounded, adding to the angularity of the script, and 

this is further emphasised with the top edge of bowls (such as on the     

< d > and < p > being formed from a separate, horizontal cross-stroke. 

Minims have serifs at the base-line and end in a sharp, point upwards 

and to the right on the nib angle. The < g > has a highly distinctive 

curling tail, which makes identification of the scribal hand very easy 

even on folios where the aspect varies due to changes in line height, and 

so forth.  
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 Ascenders: Approximately two and a half times the height of the 

minims, and sloped from the upper right to the lower left. The top of 

the ascenders is either plain or marked with a short tag that extends 

sharply downwards, just to the left of the main shaft. 

 

 Descenders: Extend to a depth approximately one and a half times the 

height of the minims, with the stroke angling in a downwards curve to 

the left. The tip of the descender ends in a sharp point. 

 

 Punctuation: punctus and punctus versus 

 

 Ligatures: < st > formed with a joined loop of the tops of the two 

component graphs, but reaching to a height significantly lower than the 

other ascenders. The cross-stroke of the t part just touches that of the 

caroline s but the two lines are clearly formed as separate strokes. 

 

 Corrections: erasures by scraping, additions made in the interlinear or 

adjacent margins space in the same hand as the main text-block. The 

proportions of the script used for corrections have been altered a little 

to suit the interlinear space, with the minim height being about three-

quarters the height of the script used in the text-block, the ascenders 

having been reduced to double the height of their associated minims 

and the descenders severely truncated to a depth of about half the minim 

height so as not to overlap the original writing. The script is also more 

upright in the corrections, with vertical lines to the ascenders in 

particular. 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

Described by Thomas Gobbitt, March 2015 as part of the Lise-Meitner fellowship project 

Lombard Laws in the Long-Eleventh Century (M-1698), funded by the Austrian Science Fund 

(FWF). Shared subject to a Creative Commons License (CC-BY), meaning that the information 

may be freely used and built upon as long as I, Dr. Thomas Gobbitt, am attributed as author, 

and any changes from the original are noted. 
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APPENDIX A: QUIRE DIAGRAM 
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APPENDIX B: RULING GRIDS 

 

Grid Lines Throughlines Extenders Fol(s) Quire(s) 

Top Low Top Low 

A1a 21 1-2 20-21  21 1-2 1 

B1 20 1-2 19-20 1-2 19-20 3-18, 29-32, 43-

58, 69-72 

2-3, 5, 7-

8, 10 

A1 21 1-2 20-21 1-2 20-21 19-24, 35-42, 61-

64, 67-68, 73-76, 

80 

4, 6, 9. 

10, 11 

A1b 21 1-2 20-21 1-2  25-26 4 

B2 20 1-2 18-20 1-2 18-20 27-28, 33-34 5 

A2 21 1-2 21 1-2 21 59-60, 65-66, 77 9, 11 

A1c 21 - - 1 21 78 11 

A1d 21 1-2 - - - 79 11 

 

As can be seen from the table above, a number of minor variations can be identified in the actual 

production of ruling grids, these are labelled with a lowercase letter at the end. In practice, many of these 

may have resulted from a specific line on the ruling grid being too faint to see. If these are excluded, 

there are in fact only four main grids, A1, A2, B1 and B2. Sample diagrams of these are given below. 

 

  
Ruling Grid A1 Ruling Grid A2 

  



 

 12 

  
Ruling Grid B1 Ruling Grid B2 

 

 

 


