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Madrid, Biblioteca Nacional, MS 413 

 

Abbreviation: Madrid, MS 413 

Contents: Origo Gentis Langobardorum; Legis Langobardorum to Adelchis 

with incorporated moral tract, Grimouald sive Liutprandi 

memoratorium de mercedibus commacinorum; glossary 

Date: s. x   (from 900 to 1000) 

Summary: A manuscript of relatively portable size written in a Benventan 

script by a single scribal hand throughout, with illuminations, and 

line-drawn decorative initials in orange-red, green, blue and yellow 

inks. The manuscript includes capitula lists for the various 

legislation and has corresponding clause numbers rubricated in 

orange ink set into the ruled area, adjacent to the new clauses. In 

addition to the main laws of the Legis Langoabrdorum, the southern 

Italian legislation of Adelchis, promulgated after the Carolingian 

conquest in 781 CE of what is now northern Italy is also included.  

The manuscript has suffered some losses, with the opening 

decorative initial for the prologue to the Origo Gentis 

Langobardorum on fol. 1v having been removed. A bifolium is lost 

from Quire 8, leaving lacunas between fols 72-73 and fols 78-79, 

the former perhaps removing an illumination for Liutprand. 

Extent: x + 162 + x 

Origin: Southern Italy (presumably, Benevento or Salerno) 

Provenance: Owned by the jurist Marino Freccia (1503-1566), who signs and 

dates it four times (each to 1534) once on fol. 1r, twice in the margins 

of fol 2r, and once on fol. 162v. Later owned by Diego de 

Colmenares, who signs it on fol. 1r. In Biblioteca de Felipe V, and 

then acquired by the Biblioteca Nacional in the nineteenth century. 

Surrogates: Digital images freely available via the Biblioteca Nacional website, 

at <http://bdh-rd.bne.es/viewer.vm?id=0000087627&page=1> 

http://bdh-rd.bne.es/viewer.vm?id=0000087627&page=1
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MANUSCRIPT CONTENTS 

Item: fol. 1r 

Title: [originally blank. Now contains various ownership signatures and 

descriptions of contents] 

Text Language: Latin 

Date: Mostly fifteenth and sixteenth century 

 

Item: fol. 1v, l. 2 – 5r, l. 14 

Title: Origo Gentis Langobardorum 

Incipit [In n]omine domini. Incipit origo gentis lan|[gob]ardorum. 

 fol. 1v, ll. 2-3 

Excipit: & post | ipsum regnauit Vetahari. 

 fol. 5r, ll. 13-14 

Mise-en-page: Written in a single column of 21 long lines per page. The main 

decorative initial < I > introducing the text has been mostly 

removed, but some of the tail remains extending the full length of 

the ruled area, in the outer margin. The initial is line-drawn with 

geometric features, ending with an anthropomorphic head at the 

bottom. Enclosed spaces in the initial and decorative features are 

filled with yellow, blue and green inks. Majuscules in the main 

written text are large, and highlighted with a variety of orange-red, 

green, blue and yellow inks. 

Hand: 1 

Date. s. x (from 900 to 1000) 
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Item: fol. 5r, l. 15 - fol. 161r, l. 10 

Title: Edictus Langobardorum 

Rothari 

prologue fol. 5r, l. 15 – fol. 6v, l. 13 

capitula list fol. 6v, l. 14 – fol. 15r, l. 11 

moral tract fol. 15r, l. 12 – fol. 16r, l. 1 

illumination fol. 16r 

laws fol. 16v, l. 1 – fol. 73v, l. 4 

explicit fol. 73v, ll. 4-5 

Grimouald 

incipit fol. 73v, ll. 5-6 

capitula list fol. 73v, ll. 7-15 

[blank] fol. 73v, ll. 16-21 

laws (2-9) fol. 74r, l. 1 – fol. 75r, l. 7 

explicit fol. 75r, l. 8 

Liutprand 

incipit fol. 75r, ll. 8-9 

capitula list fol. 75r, l. 10 – 78v, l. 21 

prologue fol. 79r, l. 1 – fol. 79v, l. 18 

laws fol. 79v, l. 19 – fol. 140r, l. 4 

memoratorium fol. 140r, l. 5 – fol. 141r, l. 5 

Ratchis 

illumination fol. 141r 

laws fol. 141v, l. 1 – 148r, l. 21 

Aistulf 

illumination fol. 148v 

prologue fol. 149r, ll. 1-16 

laws fol. 149r, l. 16 – 157r, l. 5 

Arechis 

illumination fol. 157r 
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Adelchis 

prologue fol. 157r, l. 19 – fol. 158r, l.  5 

laws fol. 158r, l. 6 – fol. 161r, l. 10 

Incipit: Ego in dei nomine rothari uir ex|cellentissimus. 

 fol. 5r, ll. 15-16 

Excipit: quod deo opitulante cupimus ut ulterius | non fiat 

 fol. 161r, ll. 9-10 

Mise-en-page: Written in a single column of 21 long lines per page. New laws are, 

for the most part, introduced with a line-drawn and coloured 

illumination of the respective law-giver often surrounded by 

retainers. There is a missing folio corresponding to where the 

illumination for Liutprand would be. The start of the laws, from 

Rothari to Liutprand, begins with a capitula list, but from Ratchis 

onwards, capitula lists are not included. The post-conquest dukes 

are combined into one entry, with the illumination being labelled as 

Arechis, but the laws following being those of Adelchis.  

 Capitula lists at the start of laws have the clause numbers in orange-

red ink to the left of the ruled area. The respective clause numbers 

are then added in to the ruled area of the main laws adjacent to the 

clauses in questions. Where one law-giver issued laws in multiple 

phases, such as Liutprand, the capitula lists are given together at the 

outset, followed by the laws and prologues. The numbering itself is 

continuous throughout 

Initials for clauses within the respective laws, line-dawn and 

indented into the text-block. usually two-lines in height, and 

highlighted with any of orange-red, blue, green or yellow inks. 

Initials for the collections of laws are frequently larger still, but 

similarly produced and decorated. 

Text Language: Latin 

Hand: 1 

Date. s. x (from 900 to 1000) 
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Item: fol. 161r, l. 11 – fol. 162v, l. 13  

Title: [glossary] 

Text-Language: Latin 

Hand: 1 

Date: s. x (from 900 to 1000) 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Form: Codex 

Support: Parchment (Goatskin?) 

Binding: Wooden boards with marbled print. Early modern? 

Foliation: Foliated on the upper outer margin of the recto of each folio in 

Arabic numerals written in pencil. 

Collation: x paper flyleaves + 1-48, 58(3&6 half-sheets), 6-78, 88(3&6 half-sheets), 98(3&6 

half-sheets), 108(wants 1&8), 118, 128(3&6 half-sheets), 138(3&6 half-sheets), 14-208, 

214 + x paper flyleaves 

 For quire diagram see Appendix A. 

Folio Height:  259 mm (257-263 mm) 

Folio Width: 169 mm (164-175 mm) 

Ruled Height: 199 mm (187-212 mm) 

Ruled Width: 116 mm (100-125 mm) 

Bounding Lines: Double vertical bounding lines at the inner and outer edges of the 

ruled area, extending the full length of the folio. 

Extenders: none 

Through lines: 1 and 21 - fols 1-32; 1, 7, 14 and 21 – fols 33-110, and 119-162; 1, 

8, 15 and 22 – fols 111-118 

 Details and diagrams in Appendix B. 
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Pricking: The manuscript has been heavily trimmed, so the survival or 

pricking is inconsistent. Nevertheless, it can be observed that where 

pricking does survive it is only on the first and/or last folios of a 

given quire, and always from the recto, indicating that the pricking 

was performed on the closed, outer bifolium while independent 

from the quire itself.  

Pricking Shape: Pricking is generally a round point, suggesting an awl or similar 

tool. 

Pricked from: Recto 

 

DESCRIPTION OF HANDS 

Number of Hands: 1 

Summary: With the exception of ownership marks and later cataloguing of 

contents on the first folio, the manuscript is copied throughout by as 

a single hand 

Scribal Hand: 1 

Scope: Major 

Script: Beneventan Minuscule 

Date: s. x 

Description: Overall the graphs are narrower than they are tall, with ascenders 

and descenders of similar length. Spacing between graphs in words 

is close, with many graphs ‘kissing’; word divisions themselves are 

generally clear, although narrower than the average graph width. 

The script itself sits just below the ruled line, with the upward flick 

of serifs finishing on the line itself. 

Ascenders: Reaching to just over half the x-height again of the script, the 

ascenders are either upright or else slanted slightly forward. The top 

of the ascenders is formed as a narrow wedge. 

Descenders: Reaching to a depth below the ruled line equal in length to about 

half the x-height of the script. The descenders are vertical, and end 
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in a thin diagonal point formed which sometimes has a short flick 

upwards and to the right along the nib angle. 

Abbreviations: The usual range of common Latin abbreviations can be found. The 

suspension line above the < u > for an abbreviated case ending is 

formed as a squiggle that reaches diagonally upwards to the right  

Punctuation: Punctus elevatus and punctus versus. 

Ligatures: Very few ligatures, apart from an ‘ri’ form. Instead, the scribe 

favours positioning adjacent graphs to ‘kiss’. 

Emendation: Erasure through scraping, supply of words in scraped area and 

interlinear space. Some additions by various hands. 

 

ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

Draft. Described by Thomas Gobbitt, March 2018, as part of the Standalone fellowship project 

Lombard Law-Books and Book Culture, ca. 850 – 1025 CE, Austrian Science Fund (FWF), 

project No. P-29968. Shared subject to a Creative Commons license (CC-BY), meaning that 

the information may be freely used and built upon as long as I, Dr. Thomas Gobbitt, am 

attributed as author, and any changes from the original are noted. 

Version 1.1 (April 2018) 
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APPENDIX A: QUIRE DIAGRAM 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 1 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 2 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 3 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 4 

33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 5 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 6 
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49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 7 

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 8 

65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 9 

X 73 74 75 76 77 78 X 
  f h h f f h h f f h h f   

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 10 

79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 11 

87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 12 
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95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 13 

103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 14 

111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 15 

119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                
                

                

                

           6     

Quire 16 

127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 17 

143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 18 
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103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 19 

151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 
h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h 

                

                

                

                

                

Quire 20 

  153 154 155 156   
    h f f h h f f h     

                

                

                

Quire 21 
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APPENDIX B: RULING GRIDS 

The underlying layout remains broadly similar throughout the manuscript, with a preference 

towards 21 long lines in a single column, with double vertical bounding lines at the inner and 

outer margins. In Ruling Grid A, the first and last lines only, are extended as through-lines 

through the centrefold of the bifolia, while in Ruling Grid B this is expanded to comprise the 

first, seventh, fourteenth and final lines. Another variation can be observed in Ruling Grid C 

in which 22 long lines are ruled, with the first, eighth, sixteenth and twenty-second being 

extended as through-lines. The scribe continues to write for 21 lines however, despite the extra 

ruled space, and leaves the bottom line blank throughout the quire with this grid is employed.  

   

Ruling Grid A 

fols 1-32  

(Quires 1-4) 

Ruling Grid B 

fols 33-110, 119-162 

(Quires 5-14, 16-21) 

Ruling Grid C 

fols 111-118 

(Quire 15) 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  


