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Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare Eusebiana, MS 188 

(DRAFT IN PROGRESS)  

 

Abbreviation: Vercelli, MS 188 

 

Contents: Edictus Langobardorum   

 

Date: s. viiimed (from 740 to 760 CE) 

 s. ixin  (from 800 to 820 CE) 

 

Summary: The manuscript begins and ends abruptly. At the outset there is 

apparently one quire missing, as the capitula list now begins with no. 

‘LXXXIII’ on fol. 1r, l. 1. What is now the first quire is signed ‘B’ on 

fol. 7v, in the lower margin. An additional folio (fol. 78) and Quire 17 

(fols 126-129r), provide a re-supply of items that were lost from the 

original manuscript, in an Early Caroline Minuscule script. 

Capitula lists for all the laws are given as a continuous item at the start 

of the manuscript, and unlike any other surviving manuscript of the 

Edictus Langobardorum, the clauses of all the laws are likewise 

numbered continuously throughout. 

The manuscript has undergone conservation, to strengthen and repair 

many bifolia, especially at the spines. A few oddities have been 

introduced during the process: fols 6 & 7 have been reconstructed as a 

bifolium sewn into the end of quire 1, but must originally have 

comprised two half-sheets as each of the folios has the flesh-side of 

their parchment on the recto. The conservation was undertaken at the 

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana in 1910 CE. 

 

Extent: 169 + 2 folios 

 

Origin: Northern Italy 

 

Provenance: - 
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Surrogates: -  
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MANUSCRIPT CONTENTS 

 

Item: fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol. 169v, l. 24 

Title: Edictus Langobardorum 

Capitula lists fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol. 18r, l. $21 

Incipit fol. 18v, ll. 1-8 

Rothari fol. 18v, l. 9 – fol. 102v, l. 3 

Grimwald fol. 102v, l. 4 – 106v, l. 5 

Liutprand fol. 106v, l. 6 – 169v, l. 24 

Incipit: CDXXXIII De traditione puella 

Excipit: $$$ 

Mise-en-page: Written in a single column, usually of twenty-one lines (Quires 1-16 

and 18), twenty-three lines (Quires 19-21) or twenty-four lines (Quire 

22). Quire 17 is a later addition, and is unruled, but written for twenty-

five to forty lines per folio, depending on the size of the piece of 

parchment employed. The script is a half uncial, written in black ink. 

Clause numbering for the Capitula lists and introducing the respective 

clauses are in red ink, as are rubrics and the first line of new. The 

capitula lists for the laws of Rothari, Grimwald and Liutprand are 

written continuously at the outset, and the laws themselves are written 

and numbered consecutively throughout the manuscript also. 

 In the supplied folios of the early ninth-century, the page is unruled, 

and written freely across the entire width and height. Although the ink 

changes on fol. 78r, l. 14, from black to brown, otherwise, no 

differentiation is made between the capitula numbering and clauses. 

Initials are line-drawn, indented into the text-block and filled in red 

and green. The onset of the laws of Rothari begin with a line-drawn 

illustration coloured in red, green and yellow. The < S > for the start of 

Rothari No. 1 (fol. 18v, ll. 8-13) is formed as a five-lined, limbless 

dragon. 

Display scripts for new laws and legislative phases are, usually, 

written in line-drawn majuscules, of one- to two-lines height, and filled 

in red and yellow and sometimes green inks.  

Hand: 1, main  
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2, re-supply of missing items: fol. 78r-v, fol. 126r – fol. 129r. 

Date: s. viiimed 

s. ixin  

Text Language: Latin 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Form: Codex 

Support: Parchment (goatskin?). First and last folios abraded. Final folio has 

previously been chemically treated to aid reading, and is now even 

more damaged and barely legible. Conservation undertaken by the 

Apostolica Biblioteca Vaticana in 1910 CE. 

Binding: Hardbound with wooden boards wrapped in leather. 

Foliation: Foliated in the upper outer margin of the rectos. 

Collation: I paper flyleaf + 2 parchment flyleaves + 16+2(wants 6, 1 is half-sheet) , 2-88, 

98(3&6 half-sheets), 108(wants 7&8)+1, 11-158, 168(wants ?2), 174, 18-228 + II paper 

leaves + I paper flyleaf 

 A full quire diagram is given in Appendix A. 

Folio Height: 246 (141-251) mm 

Folio Width: 177 (136-190) mm 

Ruling: Hardpoint 

Ruled From: Usually flesh-side, recto from fols 1-4 and verso 

from fols 5-8 of each quire. 

Ruled Lines: 21 long lines, Quires 1-16 and 18  

23 long lines, Quires 19-21, but outer fol. of 

Quire 20 has 22 long-lines (fols 146 & 153) 

24 long-lines, Quire 22 

The supply folios (78, and 126-129) are unruled. 

Ruled Height: 183 (170-196) mm 

Ruled Width: 135 (125-145) mm 

Bounding Lines: Single vertical bounding lines at inner and outer 

edge of ruled area. In Quire 1, there are four 

singular bounding lines, laying out separate 

space for the clause numbering within the width 

of the usual ruled area.  
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Though-lines: Uncertain; it appears that most folios have all 

horizontal lines extending significantly into the 

inner margin, but not demonstrably through the 

centrefold itself. 

Extenders: none 

Pricking: Prick-marks in the outer margin for the 

horizontal long-lines are present from Quire 4 

onwards. No prick-marks survive in the upper or 

lower margins. 

Pricking Shape: Small circular points, from an awl or similar 

Pricking From: Recto 

 

DESCRIPTION OF HANDS 

Number of Hands: 2 

Summary: The hand 1 scribe provided the entirety of the original parts of the 

manuscript. The Hand 2 scribe supplied additions on fol. 78 and Quire 

17 (fols 126-129r) supplying copies of materials that had been lost. Two 

further antiquarian hands, not described here, supply further materials 

on paper leaves at the end of the manuscript (fols 170-171). 

Scribal Hand: 1 

Scope: Major, fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol. 77v, l. 21, 79r, l. 1 – fol. 

125v, l. 21 and 130r, l. 1 – fol. 169v, l. 24. 

Script: Half Uncial 

Date: s. viiimed 

Description: Squared graphs with narrow spacing between 

words. The ink varies from dark-brown to 

black, and is sometimes scratchy from a drier 

nib, or abraded on folios especially in the first 

and last quires of the manuscript. 

Ascenders: Vertical, and reaching to approximately double 

the height of the minims. The ops of ascenders 

have a thin, horizontal tag to the left. 

Descenders: Vertical, and reaching below the ruled line to 

at least the same depth as the minims extend 
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above it, sometimes further so as to extend into 

the written space of the line beneath. The 

descenders end in a thin point that is turned 

slightly to the left. 

Abbreviations: Few abbreviations are employed by the scribe, 

although occasionally a superscript line is used 

above a graph at the end of a word to indicate 

a missing case ending, ‘nō’ for ‘non’, and so 

forth. 

Punctuation: Punctus versus. Superscript points to 

emphasise word division in rubrics in earlier 

folios of the manuscript, but the practice is 

abandoned later on. 

Ligatures: - 

Corrections: Erasures through scraping, and addition of 

omitted graphs in available space, especially 

interlinear area above words. 

 

Scribal Hand: 2 

Scope: Major, fol. 78r and fol. 126r – fol. 129r. 

Script: Early Caroline Minuscule 

Date: s. ixin 

Description: The folios in question are unruled, and the 

script is written freely on the page. On fol. 78r, 

there is a change from black to brown ink and 

to a thinner/sharper nib at l. 14, but the hand 

remains the same. The form of the < e > is 

suggestive of a slightly earlier date, but Dr. 

Colleen Curran notes that the relative lack of 

other regional features indicates rather a date in 

the early ninth century.1 

                                                 
1 I am grateful to the expertise of both Dr. Anna Dorofeeva and Dr Collen Curran, who advised on the dating of 

this scribal hand. Dr. Dorofeeva preferred a date early in the fourth quarter of the eighth century, based on the 

older form of the < e >, but defers to Dr. Curran’s analysis. Pers Comm., 28 March 2018. 
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Ascenders: Tall ascenders with unadorned tops, reaching 

to approximately 2.5 times the x-height of the 

graph. The ascenders are either upright or lean 

slightly forward 

Descenders: Deep ascenders, reaching to a depth below the 

(unruled) base-line of the script to 

approximately double the x-height of the 

minims. The descender of the < g > is even 

deeper still, extending to a depth of to 2.5 to 3 

times the -x-height, below the base-line; it is 

formed as a slightly curved line angling to the 

right, which then curls back in an open bowl 

ending with a short pen-flick upwards along the 

nib angle. 

Abbreviations: Usual collection of common Latin 

abbreviations, including ‘q’ with a strike 

through the descender for ‘quod’, suspension 

line over final ‘u’ to indicate abbreviated case-

endings, etc. 

Punctuation: Punctus versus and punctus elevatus 

Ligatures: < ae >, < st > < or > 

Corrections: - 

 

ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

Described by Thomas Gobbitt, February 2018, as part of the Standalone Research Project 

Lombard Law-Books and Book-Culture, ca 850-1025 (Project No. P-29968), of the Austrian 

Science Fund (FWF). I am deeply grateful for palaeographic consultation from Dr Colleen 

Curran and Dr Anna Dorofeeva. Any errors, of course, remain my own. This draft description 

is shared and made available on a Creative Commons License (CC-BY), meaning that the 

information may be freely used and built upon as long as I, Dr. Thomas Gobbitt, am attributed 

as author, and any changes from the original are noted. 

Version 0.0 (March 2018) 

 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
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