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Violation of the boundaries of house and home appear in various forms across 

medieval laws and regulatory texts produced and used throughout, broadly, the first 

millennium CE. Such transgression might be overt or covert, whether performed as an 

act of violence, to commit theft, or similar. The person crossing the boundary might be 

caught in the act or identified later. The boundary might be transgressed entirely by 

the person, or group, or only partially in that a person remains outside while throwing 

a projectile weapon across the boundary, or sending an associate across in their 

place. Crossing at night may have different implications than during the day. Legal 

norms on the crossing of the boundary, then, imagine the significance of place, and 

imputation of intention, and may be violent, subversive, or imagined. The focus here 

centres the boundary in the argument, and examines how laws and law-givers frame 

this as both an event and a crime.  

The wording of these clauses provides insight into pragmatic legal approaches and 

the legal imagination of the law-givers and their concepts of personal property and the 

transgression of the individual, as well as reflecting on the norms of an idealised 

society. The often selective focus of (early) medieval laws on these subjects vary by 

law-code, area and period, which can both complicate and reward a comparative 

analysis while revealing the extent and nature of local and regional practices. The 

collection hopes for a broad geographical focus, extending across the medieval worlds 

of Afro-Eurasia. 

Contributions, therefore, are sought investigating this multi-facetted theme in the 

history and archaeology of medieval law and legal cultures across the first millennium 

within a broad range of theoretical and disciplinary frameworks, ranging from dogmatic 

and comparative legal studies, on the one hand, through to linguistics and literary 

approaches to the law, on the other. Abstracts of 250-500 words and a short 

biographical note should be sent to thomas.gobbitt@assoc.oeaw.ac.at, in 

English, by Sunday 26 April 2020. Submission of accepted chapters, of 7,000-

10,000 words including footnotes, are provisionally anticipated for late summer 2021. 
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