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Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, MS Lat. 4613 

 

Abbreviation: Paris, MS Lat. 4613 

 

Contents: Edictus Langobardorum, including Memoratorium de 

mercedibus commacinorum and Aistulfi regis capitulum spurium; 

various Carolingian Capitularies (of Charlemagne, Pippin of 

Italy, Louis the Pious, Lothar and Louis II). 

 

Date: s. xmed   (from ca. 925 to ca. 975) 

 

Summary: A manuscript of relatively portable size written in a Caroline 

Minuscule script by a single scribal hand throughout in a single 

column with relatively narrow margins. The manuscript is 

decorated in red inks, mostly used for the outlines and/or fill of 

initials introducing new clauses and legislation, rubrics, clause 

numbers and so forth. These rubrics and related items are in a 

different register, with a rounder ductus and larger graphs, but 

appear on palaeographic grounds to most likely be the product 

of the same scribal hand. Following the Lombard laws, the 

capitularies are effectively divided into (at least) six collections,1 

with each usually being introduced with its own incipit and, where 

retained, with clause numbering restarting for each section, but 

then being continuous throughout. The extent of emphasis in the 

mise-en-page for the start of each collection, however, varies 

somewhat. 

The manuscript has suffered some losses and damage, 

especially at the outset, where, judging from the quire signatures 

which begin at ‘R VI’ on the lower margin of fol. 7v, five quires 

from the start are now lost. The Edictus Langobardorum now 

begins partway through Rothari, No. 273, on fol. 1r, l. 1. The older 

 
1 A now-missing quire partway through the fourth collection (from between what are now Quires 12 
and 13) may have contained a further transition between capitulary collections. 
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shelf-marks on this folio indicate the loss of preceding materials 

dates back to, at least, the later seventeenth century. There is 

extensive damage to the parchment in the inner margin in the 

earlier quires of the manuscript, and the BNF now restrict access 

on account of its frailty. At least one folio is now missing from the 

end of the manuscript, possibly further quires, as the final quire 

wants its final folio and the capitularies now end abruptly, 

partway through Lothar or Louis II: (219) Capitula singillatim 

tradita, No. 4, on fol. 100v, l. 26. 

 

Extent: iii + 100 + iii 

 (foliated as 1-49, 49b, 50-55, 55b & 56-98) 

 

Origin: North Italy  

 

Provenance: The early provenance is unknown, but the manuscript was in 

France by the later-sixteenth or earlier-seventeenth century: In 

the library of Jacques-Auguste de Thou (born 8 October 1553, 

Paris, France, died 7 May 1617, Paris, France). Later in the 

possession of Jean-Baptiste Colberts (born 29 August 1619, 

Reims, France, died 6 September 1683, Paris, France). 

(Mordek, 1995: 469)  

The signature ‘codex Coldert | 1385’ is written in the upper 

margin of fol. 1r, and immediately below that ‘Regius 5192.3’. 

The modern shelf-mark, ‘4613’ is written in the outer margin of 

fol. 1r, and an ownership stamp can be found in the lower margin. 

 

Surrogates:  A pdf of black and white images is freely available for download 

from the Bibliothèque Nationale de France’s Gallica website: 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b9066866b. 

 

 

MANUSCRIPT CONTENTS 

 

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b9066866b
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Item: fol. 1r, l. 1 - fol. 64v, l. 19 

Title: Edictus langobardorum 

Edictus Rothari2 (Nos 273-388) 

fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol. 13r, l. 5 

Explicit/Incipit 

fol. 13r, ll. 6-19  

Laws of Grimwald3  

fol. 13r, l. 21 – fol. 15r, l. 9 

Laws of Liutprand4  

fol. 15v, l. 1 – fol. 54r (53r), l. 15 

Memoratorium de Mercedibus Commacinorum5 

fol. 53v (52v), l. 12 – fol. 54r (53r), l. 15 

Explicit/Incipit  

fol. 54r (53r), ll. 15-16 

Laws of Ratchis6 

fol. 54r (53r), l. 17 – fol. 59r (57r), l. 13 

Explicit/Incipit:  

fol. 59r (57r), ll. 13-15 

Laws of Aistulf7 

fol. 60v (58v), l. 1 – fol. 64v (62v), l. 17 

Aidulfi regis capitula spuria8 

fol. 64v (62v), ll. 11-17 

Explicit 

fol. 64v (62v), l. 19 

Incipit: …[do]minus eum inuenerit et seruus ipse fugiens 

Fol. 1r, l. 1 (Rothari No. 273) 

Explicit: Nonplus immunitate nomina complete | quam claustra monasterii 

 
2 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 66-90. 
3 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 91-95. 
4 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 96-175. 
5 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 176-80. 
6 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 183-93. 
7 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 194-204. 
8 Bluhme, ed., ‘Edictus Langobardorum’, Leges IV, 204-05. 
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Fol. 64v (62v), ll. 16-17 

Mise-en-page: Initials: New sets of legislation begin with large, line-drawn 

initials, although those for the start of the laws of Liutprand, fol. 

15, and Aistulf, fol. 57, are now missing, and were presumably 

deliberately removed for use elsewhere. Those surviving initials 

are of eight lines’ height and then extending significantly into the 

lower margin for the laws of Grimwald (fol. 13r, ll. 19-26), and ten 

lines’ height and again significantly into the lower margin for the 

laws of Ratchis (fol. 53r, ll. 17-26). The initials have extensive 

knotwork and foliate decorative features, and have highlighting 

in red inks. The initials are indented heavily into the ruled areas.  

Initials for sub-clauses are generally line-drawn of two to three-

lines’ height, sometimes as many as five or six, especially within 

the laws of Liutprand, and are usually partially or entirely inset 

into the ruled writing area. Decorations on the initials usually 

comprise only pen-drawn flourishes and geometrical elements, 

with some initials having knot-work features, foliate elements, 

etc. Initials are often in the main black ink of the manuscript, with 

highlighting and fill in red, or else the initials are produced 

entirely in red ink. Some clauses receive greater emphasis, such 

as the nine-line initial < P > for Rothari No. 386 (fol. 12v, ll. 1-9), 

effectively marking the start of the epilogue to the Edictus 

Rothari.  

Various of Liutprand’s individual legislative phases often have 

relatively larger initials at the outset, but of the same style, and 

are often accompanied by other paratextual features, including 

rubrics identifying the year of his reign in which the laws 

originated. It is worth noting that the onset of Luitprand’s 

Memoratorium de Mercedibus Commancinorum at the end of his 

laws is not given any distinctive framing in the mise-en-page, 

beyond a regular three-line initial (fol. 52v, ll. 12-14), and is 

instead presented as a further integral clause of the laws from 
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Liutprand’s final law-giving session. Similar is true of the Aistulfi 

regis capitula spuria at the end of Aistulf’s laws (fol. 62v, ll. 11-

17), although there a blank line (l. 10) also separates them from 

the end of the preceding clause. 

Rubrics: Incipits and explicits are usually written in red ink, in 

the same script and hand as the main body of the adjacent laws, 

although with a greater usage of majuscule graph forms 

throughout. In some cases the incipits begin with an line-drawn 

initial of the type just described (such as the six-line initial  < I > 

for the incipit to the laws of Grimwald, fol. 13r, ll., Conversely, 

from what can be seen of the now-truncated incipit and text on 

fol. 57r, l. 15, the incipit to Aistulf began with a majuscule < I > 

written in the same script and ink by the same scribal hand. 

Clause numbers are written in roman numerals in red ink and 

are usually added in the empty line space at the end of the 

preceding clause, or else in the adjacent margin. Those of 

Rothari run continuously from ‘clv’, on fol. 1r, l. 15, through to  

‘clxxxviii’ on fol. 11r, l. 2. The scribe then drops the starting ‘c’ 

from the numbering and the rest progress from ‘xc’, on fol. 11r, 

l. 11 through to the conclusion of the Edictus at ‘ciii’, on fol. 12v, 

l. 20. The numbering restarts for each of the other laws, and is 

continuous throughout the collected legislative phases of 

Liutprand. 

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin (with some Langobardic socio-legal terms) 

 

Item: fol. 64v (62v), l. 19 - fol. 72v (70r), l. 23 

Title: Capitularies (Charlemagne and Pippin) 

Capitulare Haristallense9 (forma communis)  

 
9 No. 20 (Charlemagne, 779): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 46-55. 
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fol. 64v (62v), l. 19 – fol. 66v (64v), l. 13  

Pippini capitulare papiense10 (Nos. 1-13) 

fol. 66v (64v), l. 13 – fol. 68r (66r), l. 10 

Pippini capitulare11  

fol. 68r (66r), l. 11 – fol. 69r (67r), l. 15 

Capitula cum italiae episcopis deliberata12  

fol. 69r (67r), l. 16 - fol. 69v (67v), l. 23 

Capitulare missorum13  

fol. 69v (67v), l. 24 - fol. 71r (69r), l. 7 

Capitulare italicum14 (Nos 1-7)  

fol. 71r (69r), l. 8 - fol. 72r (70r), l. 23 

Incipit: ANNO FELICISSIMO VN|DECIMO REGNI NOSTRI KAROLUS 

Fol. 64v (62v), ll. 19-21  

Explicit: esti|matione pro qua fuit uel latro conprehensus conponere | 
cogatur 

Fol. 72r (70r), ll. 21-23 

Mise-en-page: The capitularies begin partway down the same page where the 

preceding item ended, with the prologue to Charlemagne’s 

Hirstall capitulary written in display capitals in black ink with red 

highlighting. The prologue begins on alternating lines (fol. 64v 

(62v), ll. 19, 21 & 23), then is written in smaller majuscules, still 

in black with red highlighting, on every line from fol. 64v (62v), l. 

25 to fol. 65r (63r), l. 4). The collection comprises material from 

six separate capitularies, continually numbered throughout and 

with no emphasis to mark the transitions. Most of the new 

capitularies within the collection are not given further emphasis 

in the mise-en-page, but a larger initial < Q > of five lines’ height 

 
10 No. 94 (Pippin, 787): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 198-200. 
11 No. 95 (Pippin, ca. 790): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 200-01. 
12 No. 96 (Charlemagne and Pippin, 790-800): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 202-
03. 
13 No. 25 (Charlemagne,786 or 792): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 66-67. 
14 No. 98 (Charlemagne,): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 204-06. 
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with pronounced knotwork marks the start of the Capitularia 

Regum Francorum, No. 2, fol. 70r (68r), ll. 7-11. 

Initials: New clauses are introduced with line-drawn initials, 

usually of two or three lines’ height and in black ink, filled with 

red, or occasionally in red ink only. Some initials have simple 

geometric decorative features in the linework, and all are 

indented partially or heavily into the ruled area.  

Rubrics: clause numbering in roman numerals in red ink is 

continuous throughout, numbering the collected capitulary 

clauses from ‘i’, fol. 65r (63r), l. 4 through to ‘lxx’, on fol. 72r (70r), 

l. 14. 

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 72r (70r), l. 23 – fol. 75r (73r), l. 6  

Title: Capitularies (Charlemagne) 

Capitulare Legibus Additum15  

fol. 72r (70r), l. 23 – fol. 74r (72r), l. 9  

Capitulare missorum16  

fol. 74r (72r), l. 10 – fol. 75r (73r), l. 6 

 

Incipit: Hac sunt capitula que domnus ka|rolus magnus imperator 

fol. 72r (70r), ll. 23-24 

Explicit: Si alie res preocipauerunt 

fol. 75r (73r), l. 6 

Mise-en-page: The collection begins with an incipit (fol. 72r (70r), ll. 23-25) 

written in minuscule script in red ink, with a different ductus and 

register, and with larger graph forms than the main script. 

 
15 No. 39 (Charlemagne, 803): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 111-14. 
16 No. 40 (Charlemagne, 803): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 114-16. 
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Judging from the formation of diagnostic graphs, particularly the 

< a >, < d > and < g >, it appears however still to be the same 

hand. This is then followed by a rubric for the first clause, again 

in the same red ink and script, from fol. 72r (70r), l. 26 – fol. 72v 

(70v), l. 2. No other clause is rubricated, and the transition 

between the two underlying capitularies is minimally marked in 

the mise-en-page. While the main scribe left indented space for 

a two-line initial, the < D > marking the start of the second 

capitulary set, is a pen-drawn majuscule of one line’s height, 

which looks like it may have been added in later, fol. 75r (73r), l. 

10. A short horizontal line in the same ink also marks the 

transition between the two capitularies.  

Initials: New clauses are introduced with line-drawn initials, 

usually of two lines’ height and in black ink, filled with red, or 

occasionally in red ink only. Some initials have knotwork and 

foliate decorative features, and all are indented heavily into the 

ruled area. The first decorative initial < D > of the capitulary 

collection is slightly larger than those following, at three-lines’ 

height, and has a much more dense knotwork decoration, on fol. 

72v (70v), ll. 2-4.  

Rubrics: After the initial rubric for Capitulare legibus additum, 

No. 1, which begins as ‘IN PRimis’ (72r (70r), l. 26), the other 

clauses are numbered continuously throughout, in red ink roman 

numerals, positioned in available line space or margins 

preceding the clause, or into the line space to the right of the 

clause when it is less than one line in length. These are 

numbered from ‘ii’, fol. 72v (70v), l. 6, to ‘xxxiii’, fol. 75r (73r), l. 6, 

with the exception of Capitulare Missorum, No 1, which is left 

unnumbered, although this does not disrupt the numbering.  

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 
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Item: fol. 75r (73r), l. 7 – fol. 85v (83v), l. 8  

Title: Capitularies (Charlemagne) 

Admonitio generalis17  

fol. 75r (73r), l. 7 – fol. 84r (82r), l. 1 

Duplex capitulare missorum18  

fol. 84r (82r), l. 2 – fol. 85r (83r), l. 21 

Capitula Italica19 (Nos 4-5) 

fol. 85r (83r), l. 22 – fol. 85v (83v), l. 8 

Incipit: REGNANATE DOMNO NOSTRO 

Fol. 75r (73r), l. 7 

Explicit: ut nullus presumat aliter facere. 

Fol. 85v (83v), l. 8 

Mise-en-page: The collection begins with the prologue to the Admonitio 

Generalis, with the first two lines having been written in 

majuscules in red ink, fol. 75r (73r), ll. 7-8. This continues into a 

five-line initial < E > in black with red fill, with knotwork decoration 

in the main upright and foliate features on the cross strokes, fol. 

75r (73r), ll. 7-11, with the remainder of l. 9 ‘EGO KAROLUS’ 

having been written in display capitals highlighted in red. From 

there onwards the remainder of the prologue is written in the 

scribes regular minuscule script. Little emphasis is given in the 

mise-en-page to the transition between the component 

capitularies, although the Capitula Italica clauses begin with a 

rubric (fol. 85r (83r), l. 22).  

Initials: New clauses are introduced with line-drawn initials, 

usually of two to four lines’ height and in black ink, filled with red, 

or occasionally in red ink only. Some initials have knotwork and 

foliate decorative features, many are indented into the ruled 

 
17 No. 22 (Charlemagne, 789): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 52-62. 
18 No. 23 (Charlemagne, 789): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 62-64. 
19 No. 105 (Charlemagne, 803): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 216. 
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area, while others, especially < I > initials, are positioned entirely 

in the margin to the left of the ruled space.  

Rubrics: The opening two lines of the prologue (fol. 75r (73r), ll. 

7-8), and a rubrics introducing Capitula Italica, No. 4 (fol. 85r 

(83r), l. 22) are both written in red ink, in the alternate script seen 

before, that seems to be a different register produced by the 

main scribal hand. Continuous clause numbering is found 

throughout most of the first two capitularies, running from ‘I', fol. 

76r (74r), l. 8 through to ‘l‘ on fol. 85r (83r), l. 6, and with the 

remainder of this collection following then having been left 

unnumbered. The red ink clause numbers are in Roman 

numerals, positioned into either the available line space 

preceding the clause or adjacent margins.  

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 85v (83v), l. 9  – fol. 96v (94v), l. 9  

Title: Capitularies (Charlemagne, Louis the Pious and Lothar) 

Capitulare missorum generale20  

fol. 85v (83v), l. 9 – fol. 93v (91v), l. 7 

Missi cuiusdam admonitio21  

fol. 93v (91v), ll. 8-26 

[lacuna – missing quire] 

Capitulare missorum22  

fol. 94r (92r), ll. 1-5 

Capitulare Wormatiense23 (Nos 1-3) 

fol. 94r (92r), l. 6 – fol. 94v (92v), l. 2 

 
20 No. 33 (Charlemagne, 802): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 91-99. 
21 No. 121 (Charlemagne, 801-12): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 238-40 (239, ll. 1-
15). 
22 No. 141 (Louis the Pious, 819): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 288-91. 
23 No. 191 (Louis the Pious, 829): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 11-14. 
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Capitulare missorum Wormatiense (Nos 2, 4-5, 7)24  

fol. 94v (92v), ll. 3-21 

Memoria Olonnae comitibus data25  

fol. 94v (92v), l. 22 – fol. 95r (93r), l. 3 

Capitulare Olonnense mundanum26  

fol. 95r (93r), l. 4 – fol. 96v (94v), l. 9 

Incipit: PRIMUM CAPITULA de legatione a domno imperatore directa  

fol. 85v (83v), l. 9 

Explicit: De fugitiui precipimus ut ministri regi publice domino fugitiui nihil 

ac|cipias cum reddiderit eum 

fol. 96v (94v), ll. 8-9 

Mise-en-page: The collection begins with the clause number and first line (fol. 

85v (83v), l. 9) in red ink, then continues from the second line with 

a  five-line pen-drawn initial < S > with knotwork decoration in 

black ink with some parts given red fill (ll. 10-14). Of the six 

following capitularies or extracts from, four do not have any 

further emphasis in the mise-en-page, beyond the capitulare 

Wormatiense starting with the words ‘primo capitulo’ in the main 

black ink and script, fol. 94r (92r), l. 6, although the rubricated 

clause numbering does not restart here. Otherwise these 

extracted capitularies are presented as continuations of the 

larger text. However, greater emphasis was given to the start of 

Missi cuiusdam admonitio, which has an eight-line < A >, with 

knotwork and foliate decoration, fol. 93v (91v), ll. 8-15, and with 

the first words of the clause written entirely in black ink 

majuscules. The Capitulare Olonnense mundanum begins with 

a five-line < S > with knotwork decoration, but no other emphasis 

in the mise-en-page, fol. 96v (94v), ll. 4-7. 

Initials: New sub-clauses are generally line-drawn of two to 

three-lines’ height, in either black ink with red or no fill, or in red 

 
24 No. 192 (Louis the Pious, 829): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 14-17. 
25 No. 158 (Lothar, 822-23): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 317-20. 
26 No. 165 (Lothar, 825): Boretius, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 1. 329-31. 
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ink without fill. Decoration is minimal beyond some geometric 

flourishes. The initials are usually partially indented into the ruled 

space. 

Rubrics: opening line in red ink, but then now further rubrics. 

Clause numbering is in red ink and is continuously numbered 

throughout, omitting the second and third capitularies of the 

collection. The numbering is continuous throughout, beginning 

with ‘PRIMUM CAPITULUM’ at the start of the first line, fol. 85v 

(83v), l. 9, then in Roman numerals running from ‘ii’, fol. 86r (84r), 

l. 16 to ‘xxxiii’ on fol. 92v (90v), l. 24, then jumps fifty numbers 

through the two omitted capitularies, continuing once more at 

‘lxxxiiii’, on fol. 94r (92r), l. 5. The numbering is then continuous 

to its conclusion at ‘cvii’ on fol. 96v (94v), l .7. Clause numbers 

throughout, where supplied, are usually in the empty line-space 

preceding the new clause, or in the margins nearby.  

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 

 

Item: fol. 96v (94v), l. 11 – fol. 99r (97r), l. 4  

Title: Capitulare Papiense (Lothar)27 

Incipit: HEC SVNT CAPITULI QUAE DOMNVS LOTHA|RIUS 

Fol. 96v (94v), ll. 11-13  

Explicit: Si quis percusserit presibter id est sacerdos conponat aurum 
optime libre x 

Fol. 99r (97r), l. 4 

Mise-en-page: The capitulary begins with a shortened version of the prologue  

written in display capitals in black ink, on alternate lines, fol. 96v 

(94v), ll. 11 & 13, before beginning the first clause with a line-

drawn < D > of four-lines’ height (fol. 96v (94v), ll. 14-17), with a 

 
27 No. 201 (Lothar, 832): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 59-63. 
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dense knot-work decoration, filled with red and black, and almost 

entirely inset into the ruled area. 

Initials: New clauses are generally line-drawn of two to three-

lines’ height, in either black ink with red or no fill, or in red ink 

without fill. Decoration is minimal beyond some geometric 

flourishes. The initials are usually partially indented into the ruled 

space. 

Rubrics: Clause numbers are given in a mix of  red and black 

inks, in roman numerals running from ‘i' on fol. 96v (94v), in the 

margin to the left of l. 15, through to ‘xvi’ on fol. 99r (97r), l. 3. 

Clause numbers throughout, where supplied, are usually in the 

empty line-space preceding the new clause, or in the margins 

nearby. 

Hand: 1 

Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 

 

 

Item: fol. 99r (97r), l. 6 – fol. 100v (98v), l. 26  

Title: Capitularies (Louis II (and Lothar))  

Capitulare Papiense pro lege Tenendum28  

fol. 99r (97r), l. 6 – fol. 99v (97v), l. 18 

Hludowici II Capitula Papiensia in legem data29  

fol. 99v (97v), l. 18 – fol. 100v (98v), l. 12 

Capitula Singillatim tradita Hlotharia vel Hludowico II 
adscripta30 (Nos 3-4)  

fol. 100v (98v), ll. 12-26 

 

 
28 No. 215 (Louis II, 856): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 90-91. 
29 No. 214 (Louis II, 855): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 88-89. 
30 No. 219 (Louis II or Lothar, ?): Boretius and Krase, ed., Capitularia Regum Francorum, 2. 97-98. 
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Incipit: IN NOMINE SANCTE ET IN DIVINITATIS 

Fol. 99r (97r), l. 6 

Explicit: & carnis & a vino abstineat 

Fol. 100v (98v), l. 26 

Mise-en-page: The first capitulary begins with a prologue in which the first three 

lines are written in display capitals in black ink, on alternate lines, 

fol. 99r (97r), ll. 6, 8 & 10, before continuing on the next line with 

a pen-drawn and otherwise undecorated, line-drawn initial < d > 

of four-lines’ height (fol. 99r (97r), ll. 11-14. The second capitulary 

begins mid-line, without any distinction marking its onset beyond 

a majuscule < S >, fol. 99v (97v), l. 18. The final capitulary also 

begins midline, but here changing to a prologue comprising three 

lines of majuscule script, fol. 100v (98v), ll. 12-14, and with the 

first line following beginning with a four-line, line-drawn initial < 

S > with knot-work decoration, and produced in black ink with 

red fill. Clause numbering is continuous across the collected 

capitulary. 

Initials: New clauses are line-drawn of two to three-lines’ height, 

in either black ink with red or no fill, and decoration is minimal 

beyond some geometric flourishes. The initials are partially 

indented into the ruled space. 

Rubrics: Incipits (comprising the opening lines of prologues) are 

in the main black ink in display capitals or majuscules, when 

present. Clause numbering is continuous throughout the text, in 

black ink roman numerals from ‘i', on fol. 99r (97r), ll. 10, to ‘xi’ on 

fol. 100v (98v), l. 26. The clause numbers are positioned in the 

empty line space immediately preceding the clause, with the final 

clause number being on the final line, and indicating that 

materials following have been lost, which is further supported by 

the atypical collation of Quire 13 which lacks its final folio, see 

Appendix $. 

Hand: 1 
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Date: s. xmed 

Language: Latin 

 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

 

Form: Codex 

Support: Parchment (goatskin?) 

Binding: Old yellow-brown parchment 

Foliation: Foliated in the upper right margin of the recto of each folio. The 

foliation only runs from 1 to 98, however, as fol. 50 is mislabelled 

as ‘49b’ introducing an offset of one from there onwards, while 

fol. 58 is then mislabelled as ‘56b’, introducing an offset of first 

one then two in the numbering. Furthermore, fol. 57 was first 

mislabelled as 55 then corrected to (the still erroneous) 56.  

Collation: iii + 18(wants 1), 2-48, 58(wants 6), 68(wants 1), 7-128, 138(wants 8) + iii 

Folio Height: 285 (276-293) mm 

(excluding heavily trimmed folios) 

Folio Width: 162 (155-166) mm 

(excluding heavily trimmed folios) 

Layout: Ruling: Hardpoint 

Ruled From: parchment is ruled from the hair-side in Quires 1 

and 2, and the three inner bifolia of Quire 3, while the outer 

bifolia is from the flesh-side. In Quires 4-13 the ruling is from 

the recto in the first half of the quire and the verso in the 

second half. 
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Ruled Lines: usually 26 long lines per page, sometimes 27. 

Due to heavy trimming, fol. 15 now has only the top nine lines, 

while fol. 59 (57) only the top thirteen lines. 

Ruled Height: 207 (198-218) mm 

(excluding heavily trimmed folios) 

Ruled Width: 124 (119-133) mm  

(excluding heavily trimmed folios) 

Bounding Lines: double inner and outer. 

Extenders: Quires 1-5 have varied patterns, sometimes first 

and final, as well as some other lines in between. Sometimes 

none; Quires 6-12, no extenders; Quire 13, first line only. 

Through-lines: Quires 1-5 have varied patterns, sometimes 

first and final, as well as some other lines in between. 

Sometimes none; Quires 6-12, no through-lines; Quire 13, first 

line only. 

Pricking: Most of the prick-marks a the upper and lower ends 

of the folios survive, while those in the outer edge have usually 

been partially or entirely trimmed away. There are no prick-

marks in the inner margins. In Quire 2, no prick-marks survive. 

Pricking Shape: short angular slits, presumably from a knife-

tip or similar. 

Pricked from: Recto  

 

DESCRIPTION OF HANDS 

 

Number of Hands: 1 
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Summary: The manuscript is written throughout by a single scribal hand 

(Hand 1) in a Caroline Minuscule script and in a dark-brown 

black ink. The same scribe appears to have provided the rubrics, 

although sometimes using majuscules or a different register of 

minuscule. It is probable – but not certain – if the roman numeral 

clause numbering are by the same hand. 

Scribal Hand: 1 

Scope: Major. Main writing, rubrics, etc. throughout 

Script: Caroline Minuscule, some rubrics in rustic 

Date: s. xmed (ca. 925 – ca. 975)31 

Description: The script is rounded and carefully written, with relatively small 

graph height and wide spacing between ruled lines. Positioning 

of the graphs around the larger decorative initials sometimes 

suggests that the decoration was added immediately prior to the 

writing. The lower bowl of the < g > is usually a closed loop, 

formed like an inverted ‘D’. the script mainly uses round < d > 

but occasionally employs the upright caroline < d > form. 

Ascenders: Approximately half the height of the minims again, 

tops are either plain or sometimes wedged and the strokes are 

either vertical, or lean slightly to the right. 

Descenders: Of varying length by graph, that of the < p > Is as 

deep again as the bowl height, and ends in a sharp point on the 

nib angle. Deeper descenders, such as for the < q > sometimes 

curve to the left in a pen flick at the bottom, but usually also end 

in a sharp point on the nib angle. 

 
31 I would like to thank Dr Colleen Curran for her opinions on the script and narrowing of the dating 
window from the tenth century as a whole. Any mistakes remain my own. 
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Punctuation: Punctus in lower or medial position. Sometimes 

three dots in an inverted triangle. 

Ligatures: < st > formed with a simple open curve joining two 

the straight uprights, the height is sometimes greater than other 

ascenders. < ri > formed like a ‘D’ that is open at the bottom, and 

with a sinuous stroke to the bowl. 

Corrections: Are rare, but usually by scraping 

 

ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

Described by Thom Gobbitt, February 2020, as part of the Einzelprojekte Lombard 

Lawbooks and Book Culture, ca 850-1025 (Project No. P29968), funded by the 

Asutrian Science Fund (FWF). Shared subject to a Creative Commons License (CC-

BY, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode), meaning that the 

information may be freely used and built upon as long as I, Dr Thom Gobbitt, am 

attributed as author and any changes from the original are noted. 
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Appendix A: Ruling Grid  
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Appendix B: Quire Diagram 

 
    | Edictus Rothari            

 x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  
          

    f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
    †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
     < >   < >   < >   <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 1 

 
            | Grimwald   | Liutprand 

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  
          

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
                    
  >   < >   < >   < >   <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 2 

 
                    

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23  
          

  f h f h h f f h h f f h h f h f   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >   < >  >   <  < >   <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 3 

 
                    

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31  
          

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 4 
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 32 33 34 35 36 x 37 38  
          

  h f f h h f f h h f   h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †    †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <    <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 5 

 
                    

 x 39 40 41 42 43 44 45  
          

    f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
    †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
    >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 6 

 
                    

 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53  
     (49b) (50) (51) (52)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >   < >   <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 7 

 
  | Ratchis         | Aistulf     

 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61  
 (53) (54) (55) (55b) (56) (57) (58) (59)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 8 

 
                    

 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69  
 (60) (61) (62) (63) (64) (65) (66) (67)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 9 
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      | Capitularies (Charlemagne) | Capitularies (Charlemagne)   

 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77  
 (68) (69) (70) (71) (72) (73) (74) (75)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 10 

 
                 | Capitularies32 

 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85  
 (76) (77) (78) (79) (80) (81) (82) (83)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 11 

 
                    

 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93  
 (84) (85) (86) (87) (88) (89) (90) (91)  

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <  <   
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 12 

 
       | Capitularies (Lothar) | Capitularies (Louis II)     

 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 x  
 (92) (93) (94) (95) (96) (97) (98)   

  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f     
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †      
  >  >  >  >   <  <  <     
                    
                    

                    

                    

                    

Quire 13 

 

 

 
 32 Charlemagne, Louis the Pious and Lothar. 


