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Vienna, Österreichischen Nationalbibliothek, MS Cod. 394 

 

Abbreviation: Vienna, MS Cod. 394 

Contents: Lombarda with glosses; Ariprand’s Commentary on the 
Lombarda 

Date: s. xii/xiii  (from ca. 1180-1220) 

Summary: Vienna, MS Cod. 384 is moderately sized copy of the 
Lombarda, in the vulgata version of the text (Bluhme, ed., 
1868: 623-38). It was written for the most part by a single 
scribal hand in a late Beneventan script (with some Caroline 
and gothic features) of the turn of the thirteenth century in or 
around Bari, Southern Italy (Lowe, 1914: 67). Most rubrics are 
provided throughout in a different script and hand in orange-
red ink. The final page has a variant form of the preface to 
Ariprand’s mid-twelfth-century Commentary on the 
Lombarda, followed by the first part of the commentary on 
Title 1, and some citations from the commentary for other 
titles have been added into the manuscript throughout 
(Anschütz, 1855: 1-3 & 14-15).  

The manuscript is heavily glossed and annotated throughout 
by various scribal hands in the margins and interlinear space. 
While a number are form various later hands, the majority of 
glosses are provided either by the main hands.  

The Lombarda, is divided into three books, each introduced 
with an incipit and/or explicit added into the main text-block, 
each in a different script and by a different scribal hand. The 
transition from the first to second book (fol. 45v, l. 14), does 
not match the usual position where the division is introduced 
per the critical edition, and instead precedes Rothari, No. 153, 
which would normally, be Book II, Title 14.1 (Bluhme, 1868: 
cvii, 629).  
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A quire has been lost between the third and fourth quires, 
with the latter part of Lombarda, No. I. XIX.28 having been 
resupplied over an erasure from ll. 17-29, and No. I.XIX.30, 
added into the lower margin of fol. 24v, on the final page of 
Quire 3. What is now the next quire (Quire 4) then begins 
partway through Lombarda, Book I, Title XXV, No. 62, at fol. 
25r, l. 1. In addition to abrasion, especially on the first and last 
folios of the manuscript, other notable damage includes the 
offsetting of the main ink from the facing page on many folios 
throughout. 

Extent: 96 

Origin: Southern Italy, probably in or around Bari. 

Provenance: Manuscript belonged to Abbot Guglielmo di Macciacotta from 
Bari, per an addition on fol. 96r. (Lowe, 1914: 67; Licinio, 1993: 
143). 

 Another addition on fol. 96r names “Maurus Iudicis Iohanis” 

There are multiple additions in the margins and interlinear 
space by numerous scribal hands dating up to at least the 
fifteenth century, confirming its ongoing use.  

The opening page includes the modern shelfmark, “C. 394” in 
the lower left corner, along with a stamp for the “Bibliotheca 
Palati Vindobonensis” in the lower margin immediately below 
the ruled area. An older shelf-mark, “N. 80”, is present in the 
upper right corner, below a large, contemporary gloss that 
runs the entire width of the upper margin, and below the 
modern foliation mark. 

Surrogates: A microfilm is available from the Österreichische 
Nationalbibliothek. 
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MANUSCRIPT CONTENTS 

Item: fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol. 96v, l. 11 

Title: Lombarda with glosses 

  Liber primus   fol. 1r, l. 1 – fol.  45v, l. 14 

  Liber II   fol. 45v, l. 14 – fol. 85r, l. 16 

  Liber tertius  fol. 85r, l. 16 – fol. 96v, l. 11 

Incipit: “Incipit liber primus de publicis criminibus”   

fol. 1r, l. 1 

Explicit: “Explicit liber legis longobardorum deo gracis” 

fol. 96v, l. 11 

Mise-en-page: Initials: five-lines’ of space was indented into the start of the 
laws (fol. 1r, ll. 1-5) in anticipation of a decorative < S > for 
Rothari, No. 1, although this was ultimately not supplied. The 
regular transition to Book II may have been anticipated by the 
main scribe, as fol. 35r, l. 14 was originally left blank, although 
conversely the regular two-line initial < R > for No. II.I.1 
(Rothari, No. 178) is not given any further emphasis. Within 
the organisation of the manuscript, Book II is instead begun 
with a three-line initial < O > filled with foliate decorations (fol. 
45v, ll. 15-17) for the start of No. II.XIV.1 (Rothari, No. 153). 
Book III begins with a two-line, line drawn initial < I > with 
some geometric features (fol. 85r, ll. 17-18), but without 
particular emphasis relative to other adjacent initials. 

The regular initials for clauses being usually of two lines’ 
height, sometimes only, indented into the ruled area, and 
usually produced in red ink, although blue is used for 
alternating initials on fols 22v and 22r. The initials are pen-
drawn, but elaborated with curling lines and decorative dots 
and clusters of dots, or occasionally foliate features. 
Majuscules at the start of new laws and capitularies, or 
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sentences within them are usually highlighted in red ink, as 
are some or all of the names and titles of the various 
lawgivers. 

Rubrics: The rubrics introducing clauses and summarising the 
legal contents are, usually, in red ink, and are provided in a 
range of scripts and by various scribal hands, mostly by the 
rubricator (Hand 2), although both the main hand (Hand 1) 
and the scribe who copied the Ariprand commentary (Hand 
3) also supply a small number throughout. The incipit for 
Book II per the organisation of the manuscript, is supplied by 
Hand 3, identifying the contents of the specific title following 
and then giving the book number as “Liber II”, fol. 45v, l. 14). 
The explicit is in black ink, with the graphs highlighted in red. 

Glosses and additions: Glosses and additions are found 
throughout the manuscript, both in the wide margins around 
the ruled writing area and in the interlinear space. Additions 
made in the margins by the main scribal hand are often offset 
with a bracket, and have the opening initial highlighted in red 
ink. Many of the contemporary glosses by the main scribal 
hand either note that the legal content of a given clause has 
been superseded by a later law or else provide a cross-
reference to related content. Hand 3 also provides similar 
glosses and cross-references, usually without a bracket, as 
well as some larger commentaries on the contents, some 
drawn from Ariprand’s commentary. 

Hand(s): Hand 1 

Hand 2, minor additions, (fol. 24v, ll. 12-29) 

 Numerous other scribal hands in the margins and interlinear 
space. 

Date: s. xii/xiii (1180-1220) 

Language: Latin (with some Langobardic socio-legal terminology) 
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Item: fol. 96v, ll. 11-29 and lower margin 

Title: Prefationis Commentarii Ariprandi in Lombardam (extract) 

Incipit: “In extremis orbis terrarum quandam terram scatanaviam 
nomine fuisse utoria est .”   

fol. 96v, l. 12 

Explicit: “[…] inimicos regis intra provinciam inuenerint” 

fol. 96v, lower margin 

Mise-en-page: The item begins on fol. 96v, l. 12, using the remaining ruled 
horizontal lines.  While aligned to the vertical bounding lines 
on the left,  the writing extends through the vertical bounding 
lines on the right, almost to the spine. After l. 29, where the 
ruled long-lines end, the writing then fills the entire lower 
margin, in a further thirteen unruled lines, of similar vertical 
spacing to the previous ruled lines. Trimming on the left-hand 
side of the page means that a word or more has been lost 
from the start of each of the unruled lines in the lower margin. 

Initials: The commentary begins with a pen-drawn initial < I > 
of two-lines’ height (fol. 96v, ll. 11-12) and with an 
accompanying bracket to the left. Both are in what appears to 
be the main ink used by the scribe. The initial is offset from 
the main writing area, and is positioned to the left of the 
vertical bounding line. Within the item the parts are written 
continuously on the line, and with sentences beginning with 
majuscule graphs in the main ink and hand. Beyond having a 
similar style of majuscule, no distinction is made in the mise-
en-page and paratext for the start of Title 1, (on the 9th unruled 
line in the lower margin). 

Hand(s): Hand 3 
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Date: s. xiii (1200 - 1300) 

Language: Latin 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Form: Codex 

Support: Parchment (goatskin?) 

Binding: Boards wrapped in leather. With paste-down on the inner 
face of the front cover. 

Foliation: The manuscript is foliated in Arabic numerals in black ink the 
upper, outer margin of the recto of each folio.   

Collation: 1-38, a lost quire, 4-58, 68(4&5 are half-sheets), 7-98, 108(4&5 are half-sheets), 
118(4&5 are half-sheets), 128 

 Quire Diagram: Appendix A 

Signatures: Unsigned. 

Folio Height: ~300 mm  

Folio Width:  ~200 mm  

Layout: Ruling: hard-point. 

 Ruling Grid: Appendix B 

Ruled From: The usual pattern is for ruling by quire, with the 
ruling having been performed from the hair-side of the 
parchment of the outermost bifolium, and then imprinted 
through the internal leaves. Occasionally, as with Quire 8 or 
Quire 12, where the inner and outer two bifolia differ, 
respectively, multiple ruling patterns within a single quire can 
be found. 

Ruled Lines: usually twenty-nine long-lines in a single column 
per page, but with thirty-four long lines in Quire 9 (fols 65-72), 
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and thirty long-lines in Quire 12 for the inner two bifolia (fols 
91-94). 

Ruled Height: ~156 mm  

Ruled Width: ~86 mm  

Bounding Lines: double vertical lines at the inner and outer 
edges of the writing area. 

Extenders: usually the first and final pair of horizontal long-
lines, where discernible. 

Through-Lines: usually the first and final pair of horizontal 
long-lines, where discernible. 

Pricking: remains visible in the upper, lower and outer 
margins of most folios from Quire 2 onwards, although they 
are often very close to the edge or partially trimmed away. 
The meandering shape of the outer column of prick-marks is 
particularly distinctive, and being present across multiple 
quires confirms that the pricking pattern was transferred 
from one quire to the next. Doubling of prick-marks is not 
identifiable on the final folio of quires, but the presence of 
larger holes suggest they were carefully re-cut when the final 
folio was used as a guide for the following quire. 

Pricking Shape: usually round in shape, although some have 
a slight linear shape, suggesting that they may be formed with 
the tip of a sharp, thin knife blade or similar instrument rather 
than an awl. 

Pricked From: recto. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF MAIN SCRIBAL HANDS 

Number of Hands: Two (Hands 1 and 3), and the rubricator (Hand 2) 
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There are also multiple later additions in the margins and 
interlinear space, and a substantial erasure and emendation 
on fol. 24v, ll. 18-29.  

 

Scribal Hand: 1 

Scope: Major. Provides the main written area and 
contemporary glosses, as well some rubrics and interlinear 
additions 

Script: Late Beneventan Minuscule, with some Caroline and 
Gothic features 

Date: s. xii/xiii (ca. 1180-1220)  

(Lowe, 1914: 67) 

Other dates given for the hand in the scholarship have 
included the early twelfth century (Bluhme, 1868: cvii; 
Merkel, 1850: 24), late-twelfth century (Cordasco, 1996) or 
early thirteenth century (Magistrale, 1995) 

Description: The script is widely spaced between words and 
lines, but with individual graphs very close or kissing. The 
graphs are frequently rounded  The script uses the single 
compartment < a > formed from two overlapping c with an 
upright shaft, round < d > exclusively, and a < g > with a wide 
lower bowl that appears to have usually been left open 
(although may be closed with a very faint hair-line stroke). 

Ascenders: the ascenders are upright, sometimes with a 
sinuous wave to the shaft, and extend to almost double the 
x-height of the minims. The tops of the ascenders are either 
formed as slight wedges or have a tag to the left. The 
ascender of the round < d > extends diagonally upwards and 
to the left in a (sometimes) sinuous line, reaching to just over 
half the height again of the minims, before ending in a tag 
upwards and to the right along the nib angle. The < e > is tall, 
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with the cross-stroke positioned on the x-height, and with the 
bowl closed with a small loop extending upwards about a 
third of the x-height of the minims again.  

Descenders: Descenders are sometimes straight and end on 
a sharp point on the nib angle, such as with the < p > or < q >, 
but these may sometimes with a slight flick upwards along the 
nib-angle or with a short tag to the right. Others are curved 
slightly to the left, such as the < r >, or are swept noticeably 
downwards and to the left, as with the < i > and on some 
ligatures. The tail of the < g > is an extension of the righthand 
stroke of the upper bowl and begins either vertical, if followed 
by another graph with a descender, or curved to the right, and 
then has a similar sweep to the left as the descender of the < 
i >. However, the end of the tail then ends in a curved tick, 
back and upwards to the right along the nib-angle. 

Abbreviations: The script employ many of the standard Latin 
abbreviations, including suspension marks for case endings 
and omitted letters, such as for “esse” or “vel” as well as usual 
variations of “pre”, “pro”, “per” and for “quae” and “quod”, and 
so forth. 

Punctuation: A wide range of punctuation, particularly medial 
punctus and punctus on the ruled line, although not as 
extensive as seen in some earlier Beneventan hands (see 
Lowe, 1914) 

Ligatures: multiple ligatures. The < st > ligature is narrow and 
tall, with the two vertical strokes close together, and both 
ending in sharp points at the nib angle on the ruled line. The 
overall height of the descender is less than half that again of 
the x-height of the minims, and forms a small loop joining the 
two uprights. In the < ti >ligature, the t component is smaller 
than the regular form, and has a completely rounded shape 
more like the c rather than having the flat stroke on top of the 
curved shaft. The i component closes the bowl of the t , 
descends below the ruled line and is swept to the left, per the 
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descender of the regular < i >, while the top extends slightly 
above the x-height in a loop that comes back to the middle of 
the top of the top of the t. 

Emendations: corrections and the supply of omitted text by 
the main scribal hand are usually provided in the interlinear 
space.  

 

Scribal Hand: 2 

Scope: Minor. Rubrics and some additions and emendments 

Script: display script 

Date: s. s. xiii (ca. 1200-1300)  

Description: a rounded hand with elaborated, curved strokes 
with pointed ends and serifs. He uprights are sloped, with the 
tops leaning towards the left 

Ascenders: The shafts of the ascenders lean to the left with a 
curl to the right at the top. The tip is usually a sharp point on 
the nip angle. The ascenders usually reach to over double the 
x-height of the minims. 

Descenders: The descenders are straight, leaning slightly to 
the right, and usually end flat on the nib angle, or with a slight 
tick upwards and to the right. The descenders are deep, 
extending equal to or further below the baseline, than the x-
height of the minims reaches above. 

Abbreviations: The script employs many of the standard Latin 
abbreviations, including a superscript dot or line to mark case 
endings and omitted letters, as well as usual variations of 
“pre”, “pro”, “per” etc, although often the abbreviation mark in 
the latter are very small and easily overlooked. Abbreviation 
marks are often elaborated, with wavy lines and curls 

Punctuation: medial punctus. 
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Ligatures: n/a 

Emendations: n/a  

Scribal Hand: 3 

Scope: Major. Provides the additional item on the final page 
(fol. 96v, ll. 18-29 and lower margin) 

Script: Late Beneventan Minuscule with Caroline features < a 
> and < g > 

Date: s. xiii (ca. 1200-1300)  

Description: Written on the final page of the manuscript, the 
ink is now somewhat abraded, especially in the lower margin, 
making close assessment tricky, although it still remains fairly 
legible overall. The script is rounded with upright strokes and 
minimal decoration, with the bottom of graphs ending on the 
baseline (whether ruled or unruled), either ending in a short 
sharp serif on the nib-angle, or with the nib being turned in a 
smooth tick upwards and to the right. The caroline < a > is 
single compartment, < g > is caroline in form, and round < d 
> is used exclusively throughout. Linespacing is quite wide, 
which is especially notable as the ascenders are relatively 
short. The spacing between words is clear, while individual 
letters are close to each other and sometimes kiss. 

Ascenders: The ascenders are short, with most reaching to 
equal or less than half again the x-height of the minims. The 
main exception to this is the round < d > which has. sweeping, 
sinuous shape, that curls to the right at the top and reaches 
to three-quarters again the x-height of the minims. The tops 
of the ascenders are either plain or have a slight tag to the 
left. 

Descenders: Descenders are deep, extending as far below the 
ruled (or imagined) line as the x-height reaches above, and 
usually ending on a straight point on the nib angle. The 
descender goes slightly further in the case of the tail of the < 
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g >, where the lower bowl of the < g > descends downwards 
and to the left in a rounded point, before sweeping back 
upwards to the right in a har-line point that, usually, then 
closes the lower bowl. 

Abbreviations: The script employs many of the standard Latin 
abbreviations, including a superscript dot or line to mark case 
endings and omitted letters, as well as usual variations of 
“pre”, “pro”, “per” etc, although often the abbreviation mark in 
the latter are very small and easily overlooked. 

Punctuation: medial punctus. 

Ligatures:  

Emendations: sometimes striking through or erasing through 
scraping, before re-writing  

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Described by Thom Gobbitt, June-August 2020, under a StadtWien stipendium: 
“Einmaliges Arbeitsstipendium aufgrund Covid-19”, No. MA 7-355810/2020. The 
catalogue description is shared subject to a Creative Commons License (CC-BY, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode), meaning that the 
information may be freely used and built upon, as long as I, Dr Thom Gobbitt, am 
attributed as author and any changes from the original are noted. 

Special thanks are due to Dr Beatriz Porres de Mateo for information on the 
Beneventan script and recommendations of further scholarship.   

 

Version 0.2 
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Quire Diagram 

 

  | Lombarda, ‘Liber I’         

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 1 

                    

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 2 

                    

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 3 

A quire has been lost from here. 
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 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 4 

                    

 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 5 

           | Lombarda, ‘Liber II’   

 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 6 

                    

 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    

                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 7 
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 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 8 

                    

 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 9 

                    

 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 10 

          | Lombarda, ‘Liber III’   

 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 11 
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                 |1   

 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96  
  h f f h h f f h h f f h h f f h   
  >>  >  >  >   <  <  <  <<   
  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

Quire 12 

 

  

 
1 Ariprand’s Commentary on the Lombarda (prologue, and part of Title 1) 
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